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In an era where India is striving toward Viksit Bharat 2047, a CCSEA-supported 

National Seminar on “Ethics and Regulatory Guidelines in Animal Welfare and 

Experimentation” was successfully conducted at Pondicherry University by the 

Department of Biotechnology, School of Life Sciences, in association with the 

Institution’s Innovation Council and the Institutional Animal Ethics Committee with 

the objective of fostering ethical responsibility and regulatory awareness in animal-

based research. Animal-based research continues to serve as a cornerstone of 

modern biomedical science, playing a crucial role in therapeutic innovations and 

translational medicine. In this context, the seminar aimed to promote ethical 

consciousness, regulatory literacy, and responsible research practices among the 

scientific community. 

 

Vice-Chancellor Prof. Prakash Babu in his presidential address underscored the 

ethical mandate of CCSEA and their nominees as the voice representing the voiceless 

animals in research. He highlighted the scientific importance of in vivo models in 

corroborating in vitro data and ensuring research reliability. The Chief guest of the 

day Dr. Vivek Tyagi, Senior Consultant, CCSEA, Govt. of India inaugurating the 

National seminar emphasised the regulatory guidelines in animal welfare and animal 

experimentation. 



The inaugural session opened with a welcome note by Dr. Rukkmani, followed by the 

ceremonial lighting of the lamp by all the dignitaries on the dais, marked the formal 

inauguration of the seminar. Prof. Hannah Rachel Vasanthi, Organising Secretary of 

the Seminar, presented a comprehensive snapshot of the seminar. She highlighted 

that the programme witnessed wide participation, of nearly 250 UG and PG students 

of varied disciplines such Life Sciences, Pharmacy, Veterinary Sciences, MD 

Pharmacology from medical colleges, and MD Siddha Medicine from National 

Institute of Siddha. along with nearly 45 Research scholars, faculty and scientists 

from various departments of Pondicherry University and adjoining institutions. 

Dr. Joseph Selvin, Dean, School of Life Sciences, offered his felicitations and 

highlighted the importance of animal research in advancing biomedical science and 

healthcare innovation.  The technical sessions featured distinguished speakers, 

including Dr. Harishankar, Dr. Udhaykumar (NIN), Dr. Gerald Mahesh (CCMB), Dr. 

Bharathidasan, Dr. Kavimani, and Dr. Vivek Tyagi, who delivered expert lectures on 

regulatory frameworks, laboratory animal facility guidelines, and animal welfare 

standards, equipping participants with practical insights into ethical compliance in 

research. The programme concluded with a vote of thanks proposed by Prof. 

Thirunavukkarasu, Coordinator, Central Animal House Facility, Pondicherry 

University. 

By combining expert perspectives with active student engagement, the seminar 

created a vibrant platform for knowledge exchange, ethical awareness, and skill 

development. The event concluded with a collective resolve to uphold animal welfare 

while advancing India’s scientific aspirations in the global market. 

*** 

 

Link: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=2225027&reg=6&lang=1  
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Two Day programme commemorating International Human Rights Day 2025 

The programme engendered critical consciousness of human rights via themed visual arts 

contests, screening of Tales of the Night Fairies, and discourse on sex workers' dignity amid 

social exclusion, patriarchal norms, and gender inequities. 

The Centre for the Study of Social Inclusion at Pondicherry University hosted painting and 

poster competitions on December 9, 2025, themed "Roses of Rifle Land" and "You Are 

Being Watched," encouraging artistic reflection on conflict and surveillance. On December 

10, a screening of Tales of the Night Fairies sparked discussions led by experts Dr. Meena 

Gopal and Prof. M. Thanuja on sex workers' dignity, social exclusion, patriarchy, stigma, 

trafficking, and sex education needs. This aligns with SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities), 

particularly Target 10.2 for empowering and promoting social, economic, political inclusion 

of all irrespective of sex, age, disability, race, ethnicity, origin, religion, or economic status. It 

also supports SDG 5 (Gender Equality) by addressing patriarchal violence and women's 

empowerment, and SDG 16 (Peace, Justice, Strong Institutions) via inclusive societies free 

from discrimination. The event fostered critical engagement among students and faculty, 

embodying academic activism for marginalized voices. 

1. Engaged students in painting and poster competitions, producing theme-relevant 

artworks  

2. Screened Tales of the Night Fairies, prompting discussions on sex worker’s life. 

3. Conducted expert-led discussions on stigma, trafficking, media bias, and sex 

education needs. 

4. Advanced SDG 10, 5, 16 via creative expression and critical academic discourse. 

5. Encouraged active student participation in critical dialogues on gender justice and 

marginalized communities 

 

 



 

 

 



Mandatory Ph.D. course “Research and Publication Ethics (RPE)” – Department of 

Library and Information Science 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pondiuni.edu.in/university_news/mandatory-ph-d-course-research-and-

publication-ethics-rpe-department-of-library-and-information-science/  
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National Seminar on Ethics and Regulatory Guidelines in Animal Welfare & 

Experimentation – Department of Biotechnology 

 

 

 

https://www.pondiuni.edu.in/university_news/invitation-national-seminar-on-ethics-and-

regulatory-guidelines-in-animal-welfare-experimentation-department-of-biotechnology/  
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One Nation One Subscription (ONOS) Awareness 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pondiuni.edu.in/university_news/virtual-workshop-awareness-program-on-one-

nation-one-subscription-onos/  
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Workshop on Academic Integrity and Similarity (Plagiarism) through Turnitin 
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National Workshop on “Research and Publishing Ethics in the Digital Age” – 

Department of Hindi 

 

https://www.pondiuni.edu.in/university_news/national-workshop-on-research-and-

publishing-ethics-in-the-digital-age-department-of-hindi/  
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One Day Publication related Workshop “Scientific Writing & Ethics in Enhancing 

Publication (SWEEP) Success” 
 

https://www.pondiuni.edu.in/university_news/one-day-publication-related-workshop-

scientific-writing-ethics-in-enhancing-publication-sweep-success/ 
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National Webinar on “Research Ethics and Academic Publishing” 
 

https://www.pondiuni.edu.in/university_news/national-webinar-on-research-ethics-and-

academic-publishing/ 
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National Workshop on Research and Publication Ethics – Department of Hindi 
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User Awareness Programme “One Nation One Subscription (ONOS)” with American 

Mathematical Society on 17th September 2025 

 

 

 

User Awareness Programme “One Nation One Subscription (ONOS)” with American Mathematical 

Society – Pondicherry University 
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