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BUSINESS MINUTES DATED 18.04.2025

Pondicherry University organizesinternational conference
onRevisiting India-Champa heritage in Southeast Asia

CHENNAI

Pondicherry University orga-
nized a two-day international
conference titled 'Revisiting India
- Champa Heritage in Southeast
Asia,' commenced on 16 April
2025. The conference was jointly
organised by the UGC Centre for
Maritime Studies, Pondicherry
University & India Foundation,
New Delhi. The event began with
the introductory remarks by Prof.
A. Subramanyam Raju, Coordina-
tor, UGC Centre for Maritime Stud-
ies. Prof Raju highlighted the role
of Maritime business making In-
dia as a rising power and also
how it contributes to the devel-
opment of the Nation. He shared
his views on understanding the
historical and current geopoliti-
cal importance of the Malacca
straits and India’s role in the re-
gion. He has discussed rewriting
and re-evaluating India's Mari-

time history particularly during
the Chola, Pallava, and Pandya
periods to understand maore
about the depths in history of
Maritime. He shared the impor-
tance on leveraging India's is-
lands and geographical location
for strategic connectivity with
South East Asia and other coun-
tries.

Prof. G. Chandrika, Dean,
School of Social Sciences & In-
ternational Studies, Pondicherry
University, while addressing, stat-
ed that the collaboration between
Indian and Vietnamese institu-
tions and how the cultural diver-
sity of both the nations is simi-
lar. She emphasized the impor-
tance of cultural heritage and his-
torical connections and pointed
out that oceans connect rather
than divide and understanding
historical ties is crucial for es-
tablishing individual and inde-
pendent identities for nations.

Ambassader Preeti Saran,
Member of the Governing Coun-
cil, India Foundation and former
Indian Ambassador to Vietnam,
delivered the keynote address,
underlining the enduring cultur-
al and maritime connections be-
tween India and Southeast Asia
through the legacy of the Champa
civilisation, Ambssador
emphasised the strong India-Viet-
nam comprehensive strategic
partnership as she harped how
cultural and historical influence
which has shaped the bond even
more. She stressed the impor-
tance of rulebased order and
UNCLOS. She talked about the
importance of technical assis-
tance provided by India for the
heritage site conservation at
Angkor to the tune of 2.5 million.

Later, Prof. Sunaina Singh,
Member of the Board of Trustees,
India Foundation and former
Vice Chancellor of Nalanda Uni-

versity, delivered the special ad-
dress. She started with a quote
from German Philosopher Oswald
Spengler that we will see "the
death of American civilization and
culture and the rise of Asian civi-
lization". She elaborated how the
statement remains contemporary.
She pointed out initiatives which
are being taken up where the an-
cient links between ASEAN coun-
tries and East Asia is turning a
boon. Furthermore, she empha-
sized the importance and need of
oceanic thinking and how ASEAN's
development becomes crucial in
the revival of such precious cul-
tural heritage ties between the
two. She highlighted the Act East
Policy and Maha Sagar initiative
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is a definite indication of growth.
At the end, Dr. Shristi Pukhrem,
Deputy Director (Academics & Re-
search), India Foundation, pro-
posed the vote of thanks.
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Pondicny Uversity's Vice Chancellorcall

on Union Education Minister in New Delhi

possible visit to Pondicherry Uni-

CHENNAI

Prof. P. Prakash Babu, Vice-

versity.

It is pertinent to note that

Chancellor, Pondicherry Univer-
sity, Puducherry made a courtesy
call on Shri Dharmendra Pradhan,
Union Minister for Education,
Government of India in New Delhi
on the 17th April 2025.

Prof. P. Prakash Babu ap-
praised on various developments
and academic activities in the
University and affiliated colleges
and its campuses and also re-
quested for Hon'ble Education
Minister's support, advice and

President of India, Smt. Droupadi
Murmu, as the Visitor of
Pondicherry University, appointed
Professor Phanithi Prakash Babu
as the Vice-Chancellor of
Pondicherry University by exercis-
ing her authority under Statute
1(A) of Pondicherry University Act,
1985. Accordingly, Professor
Phanithi Prakash Babu assumed
charge as the Vice-Chancellor of
Pondicherry University,
Puducherry, on 17th March 2025.
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ELECTRO POINT SERVICES

Pondicherry. Ph: 2245152, 2242939,
Cell No: 9843067022
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