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Varsity felicitates
student peer
educators in project
against drug abuse

Student peer educators bemg felicitated at Pondlcherry
University. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Hindu Bureau
PUDUCHERRY

The student peer educa-
tors involved in a project
to make the district

drug-free were felicitat-

ed at Pondicherry Un-

iversity after they com-
pleted a phase of
community-led
interventions.

-According to a press

note from the Universi-
ty, students from 10

higher educational insti-
tutions in Puducherry
were trained as peer
educators under the
‘Towards a Drug Free
Puducherry  District’
project undertaken
jointly by the Depart-
ment of Social Work,
Pondicherry University
- and Ministry of Social
Justice and Empower-
ment (MoSJE), Govern-
ment of India under

Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyaan.
Gurmeet Singh, Vice-

Chancellor of Pondi-
cherry University, B.B.
'Mohanty, Dean, School
of Social Sciences and
International ~ Studies
and K. Anbu, Head (in-
charge), Department of
Social Work, Pondicher-

ry University, felicitated
the students.

The team was pre-
sented certificates and
medals in recognition of
their work and achieve-
ments in their commun-
ities.

R. Nalini, principal in-
vestigator provided an
overview of the initia-
tives undertaken since
the launch of the project
in April 2022.

The peer educators
have sensitised faculty
and students from high-
er educational institu-
tions against substance

_abuse and alcoholism in

the district. _
They have mobilised
women, youth, and at-
risk groups in local com-
munities to address the
substance use-related is-
sues faced by communi-
ty members and to aid
them in accessing psy-

chosocial support
services.
The awareness efforts

had focused on the vil-
lages of Periyakalapet,
Solainagar, Keezhpari-
kalpattu, Kottaimedu,
Melthirukanchi, Siva-
ranthagam, and Kez-
hoor, the press note

said. *




