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A team of experts from the
U.K. were part of a recent
conference that focused on
the challenges posed by
the potential rise in anti-
microbial resistance in the
post-COVID-19 world.
According to experts
who participated in the ‘In-
ternational Conference on
Antimicrobial Resistance
and Microbiome under
Changing Climate, co-host-
ed by the Department of
Microbiology, Pondicherry
University and Imperial
College, London, the fear
of secondary infections fol-
lowing COVID-19 has led to
an escalation in antimicro-
bial use during pandemic.
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Pondicherry University Vice-Chancellor Gurmeet Singh and experts

from Imperial College, London, releasing a souvenir at the
recently-held conference on anti-microbial resistance.

Even as the COVID-19
pandemic has shattered
millions of lives globally
and continues to challenge
public health due to the
emergence of variants,
some antimicrobials have
been repurposed as treat-
ment for SARS-CoV-2,

. further driving antimicro-

-~

bial resistance exacerbat-
ing the task of curbing an-
timicrobial resistance.
According to a press
note from Joseph Selvin,
Head of the Department of
Microbiology, which is a
collaborator of the India-
U.K. joint project on An-
timicrobial Resistance in

the environment in India,
experts have flagged An-
timicrobial Resistance
(AMR) as a growing global
crisis that claims approxi-
mately 700,000 lives per
year.

The AMR crisis could al-
so unleash severe and un-
predictable negative
health and economic con-
sequences, with health-
care costs estimated at
$300 billion to $1 trillion
per year by 2050. AMR oc-
curs when infectious mi-
croorganisms survive in
the presence of antimicro-
bials that are designed to
control or kill them, and
thus lead to weakened
drug effectiveness.

Antimicrobials, such as
antibiotics, are relied upon

. anﬂ focuses on threat of anti-microbial resistance

in human and veterinary

- medicine and agricultural

systems to treat illness, re-
duce deaths, and produce
food animals efficiently
and profitably paradoxical-
ly, our use of antimicro-
bials is a major driver of
AMR. India is a major pro-
ducer of antimicrobials in
the pharmaceutical indus-
try global supply chain.
Against this backdrop,
research projects aim to
develop a better under-
standing of how waste
from antimicrobial manu-
facturing could be inadver-
tently fuelling AMR, he
said. Gurmeet Singh, Vice
Chancellor of Pondicherry
University, inaugurated the
conference, which is a part
of the ongoing India-UK.

Anti Microbial Resistance
project funded by Depart-
ment of Biotechnology and
Natural Environment Re-
search Council, U.K.

The Imperial College de-
legation comprising Nick
Voulvoulis, Centre for En-
vironmental Policy, Shira-
nee Sriskandan, Depart-
ment of Infectious Disease,
Theodorous, Ana Freeman
and Anna Veirra, also at-
tended lab-based researc-
h meetings at the Depart-
ment of Microbiology.

A host of national ex-
perts, including AW San-
tosh Kumar, Vice Chancel-
lor of Amity University and
H. Prathap Kumar Shetty,
Dean School of Life Scienc-
es, Pondicherry University,
also spoke.
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