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Pondicherry University,
Auroville demonstrate
biodiesel production

Institutions develop catalyst-free method

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUDUCHERRY
Researchers from Pondi-
cherry University and Auro-
ville, led by Professor Emer-
son Andrade Sales of the
Federal University of Bahia,
Brazil, have claimed to have
developed a catalyst-free
method of conversion of oil
to biodiesel and produced
high- quality biodiesel from
waste cooking oil.

According to a press re-
lease, the concept involves
high growth rate biomass
feedstock  development
based on algae and zero-
waste biodiesel synthesis
possessing very i
water and glycerol content.

According to Professor
B.M. Jaffar Ali of the Depart-
ment of Green Energy Tech-
nology of Pondicherry Un-
iversity, the biodiesel was
used to power a pump onan
organic farm at Kotakarai
near Auroville. It was also
used to run a generator at
the laboratory of the Envi-
ronmental Monitoring Ser-
vice, Auroville, the release
said.

Professor Sales said the

The team is working on ideas
for large-scale production
of biodiesel for community
consumption in Aurovitle.

project used a novel method
of oil-to- biodiesel conver-
sion without catalyst. Pondi-
cherry  University  has
teamed up with the Auro-
ville Centre for Scientific Re-
search, the Environmental
Monitoring Service and the
Palmyra Centre for Ecologi-
cal Land Use and Rural De-
velopment to further deve-
lop the technology for
community use.

The research team is now
working on ideas for large-
scale production of biodie-
sel for community con-
sumption in Auroville,
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