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Nalini ]. Thampi, who has
seen teaching French, Gallic
and Francophone lit-
erature for over four de-
cades, has been awarded the
‘Chevalier dans I'Ordre des
Palmes Académiques de la
République Francaise® or
the Knight of the French Or-
der of Academic Palms by
the Republic of France.

The honour is in recogni-
tion of her “exemplary ca-
reer, determined and contin-
uous commitment to the
service of French Literature,
Francophone Studies,
French language, Civilisa-
tion, Women’s Studies and
Academics”

A professor of the Depart-
ment of French at Pondi-
cherry University, Ms.
Thampi has a career span-
ning over 40 years at univer-
sity-level teaching and aca-
demic and administrative
service at the Pondicherry
Central University and the
English and Foreign Lan-
guage Unwersity Hydera

my long career. The Cheva-
lierit is a rare title in Indian
academia and rarer so for a
woman to be a laureate”
said, Ms. Thampi. French
Consul General Lise Talbot
Ban:e-will award the honorif-
ic title during the Festival of
Francophonie on Saturday
of 1n&@mauriﬁm
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cent, the multilingual aca-
demic studied in Algiers,
Phnom-Penh, Pondicherry
and Hyderabad.

Apart from her vast con-
tributions to numerous aca-
demic/administrative com-
mittees and various
statutory bodies of the Cen-

tral University and various

others, she is also the first
woman to hold the position
of Dean, School of Humani-
ties, at the Pondicherry Un-
v A

Ms. Thampi has akso
headed the Department of
French and directed the
Centre for Women's Studies
and the Centre for Foreign
Languages. “French is very
much the preferred foreign
language choice in the stu-
dent fraternity. The short
course we offer for non-
French departments is al-
ways oversubscribed, and 1
guess this is the case in other
universities with similar pro-
grammes,” she said.

While learning French

£

fias been a value-adding dif
ferentiztor in the resume for
job-seckers, the renmewed
spike in demand can be attri-
buted to globalisation and
the increasing presence of
French multinational com-
pames on our shores, she

A jury led by Ms. w
selects students from |
University of Paris
on-Sorbonne, who aﬂe‘ to
pursue a year of study at the
Pondicherry University un-
der double degree memo-
randum of understanding,
which was signed in 2019,
She also coordinat=s student
exchanges with several lead-
ing French, Canadian, Span-
ish, Japanese and Hunganan
universities.

Ms. Thampi has served as
an expert for the University
Grants Commission NET/Ju-
mior Research Fellowship,
helped revise the French
curriculum of the Union Pu-
blic Service Commission ex-
ams, served as a membumf
the Executive Committee of
the Ecole Francaise dEx-
tréme-Orient and has been
part of recruitment commit-
tees for French teachersin
India. She was a jury mem-
ber for the Romain Rolland
Prize awarded by the French
Embassy in India for the best
translation of a French
into an Indian language and
for the Franco-Indian Git:
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